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Congress Approves Major Funding Increase for Long Island Sound Restoration
Audubon Applauds Long Island Sound Congressional Caucus
Washington, DC, Saturday, October 31, 2009 – As the debate on the federal budget has come to an end, Congress and the President have agreed to spend $7 million for protecting and restoring Long Island Sound, more than double the funding received last year.  This funding will be split between the Long Island Sound Stewardship and Restoration Acts, and stimulate efforts to improve water quality and protect important open spaces around this critical national treasure.   

The Sound is a national, as well as regional resource. The Sound is an economic engine, pumping an estimated $8 billion per year into the regional economy.  Approximately 10% of the U.S. population, or 28 million people, live within 50 miles of the Sound, making it one of the most well-known and widely-used natural resources in the nation.  Unfortunately, this population density has also led to increasingly poor ecosystem health.  Protecting the last remaining open spaces around the Sound and restoring the health of its waters is imperative for both people and wildlife. 

“Today is a great day for Long Island Sound, and this increased funding will jumpstart desperately needed water quality improvements, habitat protection initiatives, and enhanced public access opportunities,  ensuring future generations will be able to enjoy a cleaner Long Island Sound.,”  Said Albert E. Caccese, Executive Director of Audubon New York, the state program of the National Audubon Society.  “We applaud our Congressional champions, especially Congressman Israel, Congresswoman Lowey, Congressman Bishop, Senators Schumer and Gillibrand, and the rest of the Long Island Sound Congressional Caucus members for fighting hard for this critical funding.” 
“This is great news for Long Island Sound and the people and wildlife that depend on it,” said Tom Baptist, executive director of Audubon Connecticut, the state organization of the National Audubon Society.  “This funding will enable us to make real progress improving water quality in the estuary, and protecting key habitat and recreation areas along our coasts.  We applaud our Congressional Delegation who worked so hard to secure this funding, Especially Congresswoman DeLauro, Congressman Himes, Congressman Courtney, and Senators Lieberman and Dodd.” Baptist added, “and send kudos to the many individuals and organizations who spoke out in support of this critical funding for the Sound.”
Long Island Sound Restoration Act (first authorized in 2000 and again in 2005) Authorizes up to $40 million per year for projects to reduce nitrogen loading and improve and monitor water quality; and the Long Island Sound Stewardship Act (authorized in 2006) authorizes up to $25 million per year for acquisition of land and easements that protect and enhance important ecological and recreational sites around the Sound, and promote public access to this amazing natural treasure.  These federal funds, along with accompanying state and municipal investments, are an important source of job creation in the region.  Estimates are that one full-time position is created for every $50,000 – $100,000 invested in water quality and coastal restoration projects.  

The Sound was one of the first estuaries recognized under the National Estuary program in 1985, and is not only a critical ecosystem for marine life throughout the east coast, but provides essential migratory and breeding bird habitats, and is home to 125 species of birds, including the endangered piping plover.  Audubon has been a lead advocate for the protection and restoration of Long Island Sound for more than 15 years.  
Audubon is dedicated to protecting birds and other wildlife and the habitat that supports them.  Our national network of community-based nature centers and chapters, scientific and educational programs, and advocacy on behalf of areas sustaining important bird populations, engage millions of people of all ages and backgrounds in positive conservation experiences.
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