
December 15, 2011 
 
Dear Long Island Sound Congressional Caucus:  
 
On behalf of the following organizations working to protect and restore Long Island Sound, we write 
to you today in strong support of the Long Island Sound Restoration and Stewardship Act.  This 
measure is essential to advancing critically important water quality restoration and habitat protection 
efforts in Long Island Sound, an Estuary of National Significance.  .   
 
Across the nation, our important water ecosystems like Long Island Sound are under constant threat 
from pollution and habitat loss.  We face a massive backlog of projects to clean up and restore these 
important engines of our regional and national economy.  In particular, for Long Island Sound, federal 
funding and coordination between agencies is desperately needed to put people to work reaching the 
goals of the Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) that has been developed by 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Long Island Sound Study (LISS).   
 
Long Island Sound is a national treasure whose watershed covers all or part of six states. Because of its 
significant and unique ecological and economic value, the Sound was one of the first three estuaries 
recognized in 1985 under the National Estuary Program. The Sound contributes more than $8 billion 
per year to the regional economy from commercial and recreational fishing, ecotourism and other 
water dependent businesses. More than 28 million people, or nearly 10 percent of the population of the 
United States, live within 50 miles of Long Island Sound, and the resultant development has led to 
increasingly poor ecosystem health. 
 
In recognition of the Sound’s importance, and to target federal funding toward the most pressing needs 
identified in the CCMP, Congress has enacted two important authorizations: the Long Island Sound 
Restoration Act (first authorized in 2000 and again in 2005) that provides up to $40 million per year 
for projects to create jobs reducing nitrogen pollution, and improving and monitoring water quality; 
and the Long Island Sound Stewardship Act (authorized in 2006) that provides up to $25 million per 
year for enhancement, restoration and acquisition of land and easements that protect important 
ecological and recreational sites around the Sound, and promote public access to this amazing natural 
wonder.   
 
In addition to reauthorizing the Restoration Act for another five years, the proposed Long Island Sound 
Restoration and Stewardship Act provides for an important streamlining of the Long Island Sound 
program by combining the Stewardship Act under the same authorization.  This will ensure that LIS 
program authorizations mirror recent appropriations, which have dedicated funds to a general Long 
Island Sound Program (both restoration and stewardship) without enumerating specific allotments for 
each individual authorizing Act.  This legislation also contains a number of other provisions that would 
enhance the effectiveness of the EPA’s Long Island Sound program including; eliminating the 
unnecessary requirement to create a Federal Advisory Committee, providing for better coordination 
among federal, state and local agencies throughout the Long Island Sound region, and requiring timely 
and accurate reporting on the use of funds.     
 
The States, Counties and municipalities of New York and Connecticut have invested hundreds of 
millions of dollars to restore the Sound’s water quality and protect its coastal resources, and have 
forged strong, inter-municipal partnerships with all levels of government on natural resource and 
watershed management activities.   The federal government must continue to be an active player in the 
restoration of the Sound,and to ensure these important local partnerships continue.  This legislation is 



an important step toward ensuring this strong federal, state and local partnership continues, while 
providing meaningful reforms to improve management of this vital program and keep people working 
in the region 
 
We look forward to working with you to realize successful passage of the Long Island Sound 
Restoration and Stewardship Act in this Congress, and should you need any additional information, 
please don’t hesitate to contact Sean Mahar of Audubon New York (518-869-9731 or 
smahar@audubon.org) or Sandy Breslin of Audubon Connecticut (203-264-5098 or 
sbreslin@audubon.org).   
 
Sincerely,  
National/State Organizations 

Albert E. Caccese 
Executive Director 
Audubon New York 
 
Tom Baptist 
Executive Director 
Audubon Connecticut 
 
Adrienne Esposito 
Executive Director 
Citizens Campaign for the Environment 
 
James M. Melius, MD, Dr.PH  
Administrator 
New York State Laborers 

Ross Pepe 
President 
Construction Industry Council Westchester and 
Hudson Valley, Inc 
 
Stephen J. Acquario 
Executive Director 
New York State Association of Counties 
 
Marcia Bystryn 
Executive Director 
New York League of Conservation Voters 
 
Robert D. Yaro 
President 
Regional Plan Association 
 

Nancy Seligson 
New York Co-Chair 
Long Island Sound Citizens Advisory 
Committee 
 
Curt Johnson 
Connecticut Co-Chair 
Long Island Sound Citizens Advisory 
Committee 
 
David Yarnold 
President  
National Audubon Society 
 
Leah Lopez Schmalz 
Director of Legislative and Legal Affairs 
Save the Sound 
 
Leigh Shemitz, Ph.D 
Executive Director  
SoundWaters  
 
Chantal Collier 
Director - Long Island Sound Program 
The Nature Conservancy 
 
Grant W. Westerson 
President 
Connecticut Marine Trades Association 
 
 
 

Municipal Officials 
Edward P. Mangano 
County Executive 
Nassau County 

Jon Kaiman 
Supervisor  
Town of North Hempstead 



Honorable Ralph V. Suozzi 
Mayor 
City of Glen Cove 
 
Edward A. K. Adler 
Mayor  
Incorporated Village of Sands Point 
 
John Durkin 
Mayor 
Incorporated Village of Roslyn 
 
Bruce Kennedy 
Mayor 
Village of sea Cliff 
 
Bernard D. Ryba 
Mayor  
Village of Old Brookville 
 
Mark Cuthbertson  
Councilman  
Town of Huntington 
 

William Archambault  
Director of Public Works  
City of Glen Cove 
 
Fred L. Pollack 
Councilman 
Town of North Hempstead 
 
Janet M. Connolly 
Deputy Mayor  
Village of Lattingtown 
 
Neil O. Bergin 
Commissioner of Environmental Resources 
Town of Oyster Bay 
 
William M. Clemency 
Deputy Mayor 
Villiage of Flower Hill 
 
Jeff Zeh 
Commissioner of Environmental Affairs 
Inc. Village of Manorhaven 

Local Organizations/Businesses

Sandy McDonald 
Chairman 
Darien Advisory Commission on Coastal 
Waters. 

Eric Swenson 
Chair  
Oyster Bay / Cold Spring Harbor Protection 
Committee 
 
Cesare Manfredi 
president 
Federated Conservationists of Westchester 
County 
 
Diana Van Buren 
President 
North Fork Audubon Society 
 
Bill Clemency 
Chair 
Hempstead Harbor Protection Committee 
 
 

Al Risebrow 
Co-Chair 
Save our Harbors 
 
Lisa W. Ott  
President 
North Shore Land Alliance 
 
Jennifer Wilson-Pines 
Executive Director 
Manhasset Bay Protection Committee 
 
Michael Cafaro 
Coastal Waterways Chair 
Long Island Sierra Club 
 
Bob DeLuca,  
President  
Group for the East End 
 
Patricia Aitken 
Executive Director 
Friends of the Bay 
 



Leonard Shaw 
Vice President 
Friends of Cedarmere 
 
Kevin McAllister  
Peconic Baykeeper 
 
Peggy Maslow  
President 
North Shore Audubon Society 
 
Jim Brown 
President 
South Shore Audubon Society 
 
Jennifer E. Herring 
President and CEO 
The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk 
 
Dorothea L. Cappadona 
Chairman  
Lloyd Harbor Conservation Board. 
 
Karen Papasergiou 
President 
Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor 

Stella Miller 
President 
Huntington Oyster Bay Audubon 

 

Jeanne Alpert 
President 
Central Westchester Audubon Society 
 
Jennifer Sappell 
Executive Director 
Long Island North Shore Heritage Area 
 
David R. Relyea 
Co Owner  
Frank M. Flower & Sons Inc. (Shellfish 
Farmers)  
 
C.Fred Grimsey  
President  
Save the River-Save the Hills Inc 
 
Judy Davis 
President 
Great South Bay Audubon Society  
 
Abbie Coderre 
Marina Manager 
Saybrook Point Marina 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Individuals 
Prof. Charles Yarish 
Departments of Ecol. & Evolutionary 
Biologyand Marine Sciences 
University of Connecticut 
 
Hans G. Dam 
Acting Head and Director (Fall 2011) 
Department of Marine Sciences 
Marine Sciences and Technology Center 
University of Connecticut 
 
Dorothea L. Cappadona 
Long Island Sound CAC member 
 

Sylvain De Guise 
Director, Connecticut Sea Grant College 
Program 
University of Connecticut  
 
Martin H. Garnell 
LIS CAC Secretary 
 
David J. Miller 
Long Island Sound CAC member 
 
 
 

 
 


