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AS I WALKED ON THE WOODED TRAIL and came over the ridge at Constitu-
tion Marsh, a sudden sense of awe came over me. I have often been inspired by this
view of Storm King Mountain, but on this day that view was augmented by the
completion of Jim Rod’s boardwalk. Jim’s Walk, a 750-foot boardwalk jutting out
into the marsh from its coastal rocks and deciduous trees, stretched into the Hudson’s
environment with subtle grandeur. It combined the feel of openness with a precise
boundary defined by the marsh grasses. The design of railings in traditional board-
walks provided places where groups could congregate. At each stop there were
beautiful panels with information about the birds of the marsh, the ecology of the
Hudson River, and the Constitution Marsh Audubon Center and Sanctuary.

I traversed the steep trail to the marsh’s edge to arrive at the entrance to the
boardwalk, which was an enticing invitation to explore the habitats of the estuary. I heard a faint exclamation from
our own Governor George E. Pataki as we stepped out onto its planks. Planks, by the way, that were made from

Rainforest Alliance and World Wildlife Fund certified tropical
hardwoods that should withstand even the most frozen and
rugged Hudson Highlands winters. These wooden planks
were grown on farms in Central and South America to
provide an alternative market to the logging of the rainforest.
It seemed as though every aspect of the boardwalk had an
environmental message or ethic attached to it.

The first 150-200 foot leg of the boardwalk put you
in the open air with nothing to keep you from entering the
marsh but careful footing and tall grasses. Marsh Wrens were
screaming out to us and the Red-Winged Blackbirds provided
their familiar shrill off in the distance. From behind, the calls
of Wood Thrushes faded as we traveled further from the
shore. The Governor, Commissioner Bernadette Castro,
the Rod family and Auduboners paused on the boardwalk
trail to read its dedication and reflect on the purpose of
the boardwalk.

You see…Jim’s Walk is in memory of one of the
greatest conservationists I ever knew. A modest yet moving plaque contained an inscription that dedicated the
boardwalk to the life of James P. Rod. Earlier in the day, close to 150 people stood on the boardwalk for the first
time during a ribbon cutting ceremony led by Jim’s wife, Dee. Jim’s love for the Hudson and his passion for
teaching children about nature made the day’s tribute a truly special event.

Jim was a true friend of so many of us and his spirit was felt as we looked out at Storm King Mountain and back
into the heart of the Constitution Marsh Audubon Center and Sanctuary. It was as if we were looking at the same
view a Hudson River explorer would have enjoyed 300 years ago. I looked over to my wife and four children and
realized I could not have picked a better day to have them join me for a day at the office.

Jim Rod, Jim’s Walk and Constitution Marsh Audubon Center and Sanctuary all represent what is
magnificent about the National Audubon Society. It is about people, places and the protection of conservation
values for generations to come. I will never forget this day nor the values and memory of my dear friend and
hero Jim Rod. I looked back at the group gathered and felt the emotion attached to the silence as they too
reflected on this great day.

Help us continue this tradition with your time and support.

In Conservation,

David J. Miller
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2-3 New York State Waterfront Rediscovery
Conference 2001 - Quality Coasts, Quality Communities
- QC2 will occur at Empire State Plaza Convention
Center, Albany, NY. For more information visit http://
www.dos.state.ny.us/cstl/waterconf01.html, email
coastal@dos.state.ny.us or call
(518) 474-6000.

3-4 Audubon New York’s board meeting will occur
in Buffalo, New York. A cocktail reception is planned
for October 3rd at Knox Farm. For further information
please call (518) 869-9731.

12-14 The Audubon New York Council meeting
will occur in Pawling, New York. For more information
call (518) 869-9731.
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6 The Thomas Keesee Award Luncheon will occur
from 11:30 am - 2:00 pm at the Yale Club in New
York City.  Tickets $250. For more information call
(518) 869-9731.

6-9 The National Audubon Society board meeting is
scheduled in New York City.  For more information
call (518) 869-9731.

http://ny.audubon.org
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