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Audubon New York Staff
David J. Miller, Executive Director

Directors
Michael Burger Ph.D., Director of Bird Conservation
(at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology) (607) 254-2441
Al Caccese, Director of Conservation and Government Relations
Richard Haley, Director of Centers and Education
Thomas O’Handley, Director of Development
(at the New York City office) (212) 979-3120
Richard Merritt, Director of Operations

Albany Office
200 Trillium Lane, Albany, NY 12203
(518) 869-9731 / http://ny.audubon.org / (518) 869-0737 (fax)
Graham Cox, Open Space Coordinator
Jan Hesbon, Planned Giving Officer
Jean Lynch, Executive Assistant
Daphne Lumpkin, Office Manager
Andrew Mackie, Center and Education Project Manager
Sean Mahar, Grassroots Advocacy Coordinator
Aimee Tweedie, Administrative & Communications Specialist

New York City Office
700 Broadway, New York, NY 10003
Heather Hanson, Major Gifts Officer (212) 979-3059
Nina Whiting, Major Gifts Officer (212) 979-3039
Aaron Virgin, Annual Fund Manager (212) 979-3121
Kim Keirnan, For the Birds! Program Coordinator (212) 979-3064
Haley Main, For the Birds! Environmental Educator (212) 979-3073

Cornell Lab of Ornithology
Important Bird Areas Program
159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, NY 14850
Michael Morgan, Wildlife Ecologist (607) 254-2487
Jillian Liner, IBA Coordinator (607) 254-2437

Constitution Marsh Audubon Center and Sanctuaryy
PO Box 174, Cold Spring, NY 10516 (845) 265-2601
Eric Lind, Director
Richard Anderson, Assistant Director
Connie Mayer, Program Director
Pete Salmansohn, Educator

Prospect Park Audubon Center and Boathouse
95 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn, NY 11215
(718) 287-3400 / http://www.prospectparkaudubon.org
Glenn Phillips, Center Director & VP Education
Jose Betancourt, Senior Maintainer
Maria Cobo, Director for Exhibits & Programs
K. Asia Jones, Manager of Administration
Kenny Lyons, Maintainer/House Manager
Arleen O’Brien, Education Curator & Senior Teacher/Naturalist
Pandora Thomas, Supervising Educator
Sharon Williams, Director for Educational Facilities & Operations
Gabriel Willow, Teacher/Naturalist

Kaler’s Pond Audubon Center
P.O. Box 865, Center Moriches, NY 11934
(631) 878-5576 / http://www.kalerspondaudubon.homestead.com
Annette Oliveira, Program Manager

Theodore Roosevelt Audubon Center and Sanctuary
134 Cove Rd., Oyster Bay, NY 11771 (516) 922-3200
Patricia Pelkowski, Executive Director
Madeline Brown, Financial Secretary
Karl Brummert, Director of Education
Heather Daverio, Animal Care Assistant
Isabel Fernandes, Volunteer Coordinator
Theresa Perez, Program Coordinator
Joan Seaman, Administrative Assistant

Rheinstrom Hill/Buttercup Farm, RamsHorn-Livingston Audubon
Centers and Sanctuaries
PO Box 1, Craryville, NY 12521 (518) 325-5203
David Wheeler, Warden/Manager
Larry Federman, Assistant Warden/Educator

Audubon New York Board of Directors*
Constantine Sidamon-Eristoff, Chair
Geoffrey Cobb Ryan, Vice Chair
Oakes Ames, Vice Chair
Virginia K. Stowe, Secretary
Alexander Zagoreos, Treasurer
Diane P. Baker / Polly Bruckmann / Alice DelBosco / Margot Paul
Ernst / Gladys Goldmann / Marian Heiskell / Rick Lazio / David
Manning / David J. Miller / Gerhard J. Neumaier / Barbara Newman
/ Roger B.Saillant, Ph.D. / Norman Shapiro /Peggy Shepard /
John Wilkinson
*All Board Members also serve on the Stewardship Committee

The Stewardship Committee
Margot Paul Ernst – Co-Chair
Marian Heiskell – Co-Chair
John and Patricia Adams / Edward A. Ames & Jane Sokolow / John C.
Bierwirth / Walter Corcoran / Paul J. Elston / William Evarts, Jr. /
Assemblywoman Ginny Fields / Michael & Candace Finnegan / Jim
Fowler / Andy Gershon / Stig Host / Carl Howard / Edward C.
Mohlenoff, Esq. / Ursula C. Niarakis / Donal O’Brien / Ralph Odell
/ Ross J. Pepe / Samuel F. Pryor, III / Charles & Sarah Radcliffe /
Frederic C. Rich / Robert Schumann / Ellen Taus / Lucy Waletzky,
M.D. / Mia Wilkinson / Hon. Keith L.T. Wright

Audubon Council of New York State
Gladys Goldmann, Chair
Ruth Lundin, Vice Chair
Molly Thompson, Secretary
Dee Rod, Treasurer
Bob Budliger / Joan Collins / Alice DelBosco / Kathleen O’Connor /
William Ostrander / Geoffrey Cobb Ryan / Della Wells

CREATING A CULTURE OF CONSERVATION

ON JANUARY 5TH, 1905, the National Associa-
tion of Audubon Societies for the Protection of
Wild Birds and Animals’ constitution, by-laws
and incorporation papers were filed with New
York State’s Secretary of State. Twenty-five days
later at the American Museum of Natural
History, Audubon’s first President William
Dutcher called the first organizational meeting of
the new society. Dutcher’s vision was to create
an organization that would be “a barrier between
birds and animals and the large unthinking class”
as well as a shield from “a smaller but more
harmful class of selfish people.” As he articulated
this objective in Bird Lore, he outlined the
organization’s main weapons to be public
education, scientific knowledge and for those
selfish people “control through the enforcement
of wise laws, bird refuges and the warden
system.”

Among his first board of directors stood
George Bird Grinnell, founder of Bird Lore, as
well as leaders from state Audubon societies
stretching from Massachusetts to Florida to
Oregon. The National Association of Audubon
Societies took flight and in 1940 became known
as the National Audubon Society and Bird Lore
known as the Audubon magazine. However, the
fundamental principles for birds, other wildlife
and their habitats have stayed true to this day as
we embarked upon its second century of
conservation.

Audubon New York is continuing this
tradition with many exciting programs for the
100th anniversary celebration. Our programs to
enforce and enact wise conservation laws to
protect the environment from the “selfish” users
range from passing state laws to save previous
wetland resources and to provide public funds to
purchase critical open spaces for future genera-
tions to enjoy. Our educational programs build
on the early recognition of Dutcher that our best
ally in conservation is the informed public at
large. Through conservation education, they can
become the loudest voice for birds and wildlife.
The public outcry for Pale Male in New York
City this past December was a great example of
many voices coming together for conservation.
Whether in Prospect Park in Brooklyn or the
secluded marshes of the Hudson River, every

day someone new is being connected to nature,
thanks to Audubon.

Over this year the Important Bird Area program
will be promoted across the state. In 1905, Dutcher
called for a system of bird refuges, and in 2005
these important bird areas provide the next genera-
tion of bird conservation priorities with
management and partnership uses part of the
conservation equation. New York State is a leader
in bird conservation with the first Important Bird
Area book published, the first state bird conserva-
tion area law enacted and the first public/private
Audubon Center project created. While terminology
from Dutcher’s time may have changed, the under-
lying goals remain true to the Audubon mission.
Audubon has journeyed 100 years and will journey
centuries to come, because its mission for birds,
wildlife and habitats matter to people. This is
reinforced every day Audubon opens the eyes of
another child to the mysteries of the outdoors and
connects another person to the wonders of nature.

Join us in the 100th anniversary celebration of
the National Audubon Society and become active in
the conservation mission that rings true to us all.

In conservation,

David J. Miller

Long Island Sound

A
U

D
U

B
O

N
 N

Y
 O

FF
IC

E


